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This Student Handbook outlines the information and standard 
procedures related to the students studying the Bachelor of 
Science Honours in Agriculture degree program [BSc Hons 
(Agriculture)] in the Faculty of Agriculture of the Rajarata 
University of Sri Lanka.  Students should refer to the faculty 
weÂÓÉÔÅ ɉ×××ȢÁÇÒÉȢÒÊÔȢÁÃȢÌËɊȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÃÔÕÓ 
2021/2025 for further details. 
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UNIVERSITY ANTHEM 
 
m%{df,dalh oe,a jQ 
ch ixfla;h ñyska;f,a  
fjd/f|a  fjd/f|a Y%S ,xld  
rcrg úYajúoHd,h ierf|a''''''''$$  
  
Wreuh ielish yeÈhdjhs 
u;=l< iïud o¾Ykhhs  
Ys,am Ydia;% ksfla;khhs  
nqoaêfha Yla;sfha m%fndaOhhs  
 
m%{df,dalh oe,a jQ 
ch ixfla;h ñyska;f,a  
fjd/f|a  fjd/f|a Y%S ,xld  
rcrg úYajúoHd,h ierf|a''''''''$$  
 
oekqï jvjkq foaYh fjkqfjka  
kxjuq iqÔjkh jvñka  
úoHd {dk .fõYKhhs  
udkjjdÈ újrKhhs  
 
m%{df,dalh oe,a jQ 
ch ixfla;h ñyska;f,a  
fjd/f|a  fjd/f|a Y%S ,xld  
rcrg úYajúoHd,h ierf|a''''''''$$  
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It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Faculty of 
Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. I wish to 
congratulate you, my precious students, for your hard 
work, which successfully propelled you through the 
highly competitive admission process into the university 
system of Sri Lanka. It should be emphasized that you are 
among the most fortunate group of students to enter 
the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, for higher studies in 
the field of Agriculture. Since you have gained this rare 
opportunity, it is your prime duty to fulfi l your higher 
educational objectives using all the resources available at 

the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. You are starting a new chapter in your life. Feelings 
of uncertainty are normal and you might feel overwhelmed by some of the difficulties 
faced during this new journey. But I know that you will adapt quickly, and soon claim 
the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka as your home away from home. I further extend my 
gratitude to parents and guardians for having entrusted us with the higher education 
of their children. 
 
The BSc Agriculture (Hons) Degree program has been designed to produce innovative 
and dynamic graduates with sound knowledge and requisite skills in achieving 
sustainable development in agriculture and related industries. The location of the 
faculty provides the best learning environment, specifically the dry zone agriculture 
enriched with real-life experiences and enormous opportunities to expand the horizon 
of new knowledge.  
 
As an institution committed to innovativeness, I assure you that the Faculty of 
Agriculture of RUSL will nurture you to become a graduate with the required 
knowledge, skills and most importantly the sound intellectual curiosity and confidence 
that you need to work as an agricultural professional in the country as well as in 
overseas.   
 
You will enjoy your journey by engaging yourself in a range of co-curricular and 
extracurricular activities including sports, cultural, and religious events, talent shows, 
outbound training, farmer day activities, exhibitions, and special events like the annual 
undergraduate research symposium.  
 
This Handbook compiles the key information, advice, services, and opportunities for 
you in the Faculty and University to make your journey here an easier and a happier one. 
I am certain that this Handbook helps you to plan your journey since its inception. 
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Therefore, I urge you to take the maximum advantage of all these services and 
opportunities of the faculty and achieve all your goals and aspirations.  
 
I believe that you will find the Faculty of Agriculture of RUSL to be an exciting, 
stimulating, supportive, and memorable place in your life that shapes your future as a 
young professional in agriculture with the utmost potential to fulfill the needs of the 
society, country and the world.   
     
I wish you all the very best in your journey.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

Prof. G.A.S. Ginigaddara 
Vice Chancellor 

RUSL 
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DEAN'S MESSAGE 
 
Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka was 
established in 2001 at Puliyankulama, about three kilometres 
(03) away from the ancient city of Anuradhapura and about ten 
(10) kilometers away from Mihintale where the main 
administration building complex is located. The faculty was 
established with three departments at the beginning and today 
it consists of four departments namely, 
 

ɆDepartment of Agricultural Engineering and Soil Science 
Ɇ$ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ !ÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 3ÙÓÔÅÍÓ 
ɆDepartment of Animal and Food Sciences 
ɆDepartment of Plant Sciences 

 
The Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka is the leading institute 
responsible for higher education in Agriculture for the Dry Zone of Sri Lanka. The faculty 
of Agriculture was mainly established at Puliyankulama to develop sustainable 
agricultural systems particularly focusing on the Dry Zone of Sri Lanka by utilizing rural 
farm settings and natural resources effectively. Today, we are proud to be one of the 
dynamic Faculties teaching Agriculture in the country. The Faculty is today enriched 
with necessary facilities such as human and physical resources to support the academic 
programs as well as the outreach activities. The Faculty is capable of providing sound 
practical training in Agriculture through the Faculty Farm. The faculty farm has a land 
extent of 32 acres located closer to the Faculty main premises at Puliyankulama, 
Anuradhapura and is mainly used for student training programs on crop production, 
animal production and research works of undergraduates and academic staff. Faculty 
farm also provides beneficial influence to uplift the knowledge on the farming activities 
of neighboring farmers so as to favor the dissemination of agricultural knowledge. In 
addition, 10 acres of land have been acquired for the faculty for the construction of staff 
quarters and further development of the model Agro-tech farm. 
  
The Faculty presently offers one degree program of four year duration namely Bachelor 
of Science Honours in Agriculture as a special degree. The annual student intake to the 
Faculty through the UGC is 175 and the total student population in the faculty is about 
550. A semester-based course unit system is adopted to run the academic program. The 
Faculty is well empowered with human resources to ensure the best quality of teaching 
and training offered by the Faculty. Our graduates are fitted to a wider range of 
disciplines because of the multi-disciplinary nature of the academic program. In 
addition to the subject knowledge, a balanced training in communication skills, 
computer and IT skills and life skills development to meet the needs of the modern 
society are included in the academic program. Faculty offers formal advisory and 



 
 

7 | P a g e 
 
 

counselling programs, financial support for needy students and many other forms of 
student support. I am pleased that all students are provided with on-campus residential 
facilities throughout the academic program which is unique to the Faculty of 
Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. The employability of our graduates is high 
because of the versatile curriculum (wide range of curricular) and the unique training 
that are offered. According to my experiences, our graduates compete with the other 
agriculture graduates and always dominate in the job market and do not find much 
difficulty in finding employment both in private and public sectors. Even though the 
faculty has a short history, our graduates are employed everywhere in the country 
covering almost all the sectors. 
 
I warmly welcome you all to the Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka 
and wish you all the best for your journey in the field of Agriculture and career path 
ahead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prof. A.M.J.B. Adikari 
Dean 
Faculty of Agriculture, RUSL 
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LOCATE MEɀ THE CITY ANURADHAPAURA 
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ESSENTIAL CONTACTS 
Type Contact Name Contact No . 

General Enquiries  +94 25 2235103 

Emergency  Emergency Hotline   118/119 

Fire Department ɀ Anuradhapura +94 25 3858583 

Teaching Hospital - Anuradhapura  +94 25 2222261 

Police Station - Anuradhapura  +94 25 2222223 

Main Security ɀ Faculty of Agriculture +94 25 2236632     

Deputy Proctor ɀ Dr. D.M.S. Duminda +94 77 7143444 

Faculty of 
Agriculture 

$ÅÁÎȭÓ /ffice +94 25 2235103 

Dean - Prof. A.M.J.B. Adikari +94 25 2221610 

Senior Assistant Registrar +94 25 2221613 

Departments Department of Agricultural Engineering & Soil Science +94 25 2221612 

Department of Agricultural Systems +94 25 2235102 

Department of Animal and Food Sciences +94 25 2221614 

Department of Plant Sciences   +94 25 2221611 

Library RUSL Agriculture Library  +94 25 2236633 

Student Counsellors Senior Student Counsellor ɀ Mrs. W.M.R.S.K. 
Warnasooriya 

+94 77 3303590 

Dr. (Ms.) D.A.U.D. Devasinghe +94 71 4458619 

Dr. A.P.S. Fernando +94 70 6643667 

Prof. (Ms.) S.C. Somasiri +94 70 1327060 

Dr. D.M.D. Disanayake +94 71 4461945 

Warden (Male) Prof. N.S. Abeysinghe +94 71 4444849 

Warden (Female) Mrs. C.A.K. Dissanayake +94 71 5342218 

Sub Wardens Mr. W.A.M.A.B. Athapaththu +94 71 8149963  

Ms. M.M.T.M. Madurasighe +94 71 2455161 

Rajarata University 
of Sri Lanka (RUSL) 

General ɀ RUSL +94 25 2266643 

Vice Chancellor +94 25 2266512 

Vice ChancellorȭÓ Office ɀ Mihintale +94 25 2266644 

RegistrarȭÓ Office ɀ Mihintale +94 25 2266511 

Bursar ɀ Accounts Branch +94 25 2266749 

Senior Assistant Bursar +94 25 2266749 

Student Services Branch ɀ Mihintale +94 60 2256349 

RUSL Main Library ɀ Mihintale +94 25 2266643 

Studentsȭ Union ɀ Mihintale  +94 25 2266651 

Other University Grants Commission (UGC) +94 11 2695301 
+94 11 2695302 
+94 11 2692357 
+94 11 2675854 

Suwa Shanthi Private Hospital +94 25 2223636 

Royal Hospital +94 25 2224661 

Electricity Board-Customer Service- Anuradhapura +94 25 2222638 

National Water Supply & Drainage Board ɀ 
Anuradhapura 

+94 25 2220727 

Anuradhapura Main Post Office +94 25 2222250 

Anuradhapura Depot - Sri Lanka Transport Board 
(SLTB) 

+94 25 2222325 

Railway station ɀ Mihintale junction +94 25 2266616 

Railway station ɀ Anuradhapura +94 25 2222271 

Ambulance Service      1990 

tel:0253858583
https://www.google.lk/search?q=emergency%20numbers%20anuradhapura&rlz=1C1CHBD_enLK814LK814&oq=emergency+&aqs=chrome.2.69i57j0j35i39j0l3.6645j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=8331764,80409474,670&tbm=lcl&rldimm=12921338237914500063&ved=2ahUKEwi7ytnNkYreAhVSAHIKHc-3ABAQvS4wAHoECAAQJw&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e3!2m1!1e16!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2
tel:+94252223636
https://www.google.lk/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enLK814LK814&q=emergency+numbers+anuradhapura&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=8331764,80409474,670&tbm=lcl&ved=2ahUKEwje-cirk4reAhXZV30KHe17BtcQjGp6BAgAEDw&tbs=lrf:!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e3!2m1!1e16!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2&rldoc=1
https://www.google.lk/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enLK814LK814&q=emergency+numbers+anuradhapura&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=8331764,80409474,670&tbm=lcl&ved=2ahUKEwje-cirk4reAhXZV30KHe17BtcQjGp6BAgAEDw&tbs=lrf:!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e3!2m1!1e16!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2&rldoc=1
https://www.google.lk/search?q=CENTRAL%20BUS%20STAND%20ANURADHAPURA%20CONTACT%20NO&rlz=1C1CHBD_enLK814LK814&oq=CENTRAL+BUS+STAND+ANURADHAPURA+CONTACT+NO&aqs=chrome..69i57.16287j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=8350011,80414713,1122&tbm=lcl&rldimm=6990524956686937708&ved=2ahUKEwjulYalnIreAhXDF3IKHZ_jAFIQvS4wAHoECAAQJw&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e3!2m1!1e16!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2
https://www.google.lk/search?q=CENTRAL%20BUS%20STAND%20ANURADHAPURA%20CONTACT%20NO&rlz=1C1CHBD_enLK814LK814&oq=CENTRAL+BUS+STAND+ANURADHAPURA+CONTACT+NO&aqs=chrome..69i57.16287j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=8350011,80414713,1122&tbm=lcl&rldimm=6990524956686937708&ved=2ahUKEwjulYalnIreAhXDF3IKHZ_jAFIQvS4wAHoECAAQJw&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e3!2m1!1e16!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
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Local Entrants

#ÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÂÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ Ȱ3ȱ 'ÒÁÄÅ ÐÁÓÓÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ 
subjects in one sitting from any of the following combinations at the 
G.C.E. [Advanced Level] examination.
- Chemistry, Physics, and Biology
- Chemistry, Physics or Mathematics, Biology or Agricultural 

Science
- Chemistry, Biology, Agricultural Science or Mathematics

International Entrants

Candidates with impressive results of an examination deemed 
equivalent to G.C.E. [Advanced Level] examination of Sri Lanka are 
eligible to apply for admission to the faculty through University 
Grants Commission of Sri Lanka. [visit http://www.ugc.ac.lk ] for 
more information. 

Special Entrants
Candidates who followed full time two (02) year diploma course in 
Agriculture offered by the government or recognized private 
institution (minimum total credits 60) or equivalent qualifications 
together with following qualifications are eligible to apply through 
the special entrance. 

- Minimum of three (03) passes for Chemistry, Physics or   
Agriculture and Biology in one sitting at the G.C.E. (Advanced 
Level) examination.

- Minimum of five (05) years research, teaching or experience 
in the field of Agriculture at a government or recognized private 
sector organization after awarding the diploma certificate.

- Age should be below 40 years as at the closing date of the               
application.
- Good performance at the written examination and the interview
- The Head of Institution's consent to grant scholarships/study 

leave for a period of 04 years for the selected person/s to follow 
the programme on full-time basis. 
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The office of the Dean is the main 
administrative body of the faculty 
which coordinates all academic and 
administrative activities of the 
faculty. Each academic department 
is run under the supervision of the 
Head of the Department who are 
under the directives of the Dean of 
the faculty.  

The main task of the office is to 
provide the administrative mechanism required for coordinating the 
departments and academic programs. Also, it is responsible for program 
scheduling, coordinating, and academic ÁÄÖÉÓÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ 
records. 
 
The Senior Assistant Registrar or Assistant Registrar is responsible to assist all 
administrative work in the faculty including all matters regarding the non-
academic staff, registration of students, conducting examinations and other 
academic support activities of the faculty such as certifying studentship, 
certifying attendance to scholarships, receiving medical certificates for 
absenteeism on lectures and examination, calling applications for year 
registration & module/course selection and examinations (proper & repeat), 
publishing timetables, issuing admissions, releasing examination results, 
accepting requests on re-scrutinization of results, issuing and certifying results 
sheets & academic transcripts, reserving lecture halls and auditorium for any 
events organized by the students with proper approval, coordinating vehicle 
arrangements, repair and maintenance activities of the faculty. The Assistant 
Bursar attached to the Faculty of Agriculture helps for the smooth functioning of 
the finance and supplies activities under the delegated authority. 

Under the supervision of the Dean, the Assistant Registrar and the Assistant 
"ÕÒÓÁÒȟ ÔÈÅ $ÅÁÎȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÃÏÍÐÒÉÓÅÓ Á ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÃÒÅ× ÏÆ ÃÌÅÒÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌÉÅÄ ÓÔÁÆÆ.  
  

Opening hours: Weekdays from 8.30 a.m. to 4.15 p.m. 
  

$%!.ȭ3 /&&)#% 
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Dr. D.M.D. Disanayake 
Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Agronomy, Rice Production Technology, 
Hybrid Rice Beeding, Nutrient Management of Field 
Crops, Organic Agriculture,   Mushroom Cultivation 
Contact: dharmasirid@gmail.com 

    +94 71 446 1945 

Dr. (Ms) D.A.U.D. Devasinghe 
Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Agronomy, Horticulture,   Fruit Crop 
Production,   Field Crops, Protected agriculture 
Contact: devasingheu@gmail.com 

    +94 71 445 8619 

Dr. U.G.A.I. Sirisena 
Head/Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Entomology, Pest management, and 
Apiculture 
Contact: anuraindra@gmail.com 

    +94 77 693 1120 

Snr. Prof. (Ms) P.A. Weerasinghe 
Senior Professor in Plant Sciences 
 
Specialty: Biotechnology, Plant Tissue Culture, 
Plant Physiology 
Contact: aruni500@yahoo.com 

    +94 76 601 3904 

mailto:anuraindra@gmail.com
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Dr. W.C.P. Egodawatte 
Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Tropical Agronomy, Crop 
Physiology, Abiotic Stress Management, Agro-
ecology 
Contact: egowcp@gmail.com 

    +94 71 801 0882 

Dr. L.K.W. Wijayaratne 
Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Stored-product insect pest 
management using biorational methods, 
Pheromone biology, Insect Endocrinology 
Contact: wollylk@yahoo.com 

    +94 74 289 5599 

Mr. T.A.B.D. Sanjeewa 
Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Weed Science, Vegetable Crop 
Production, Crop Physiology, Organic and 
Biodynamic Farming, Crop Ecology, Medicinal 
Plants 
Contact: tabsanjeewa@gmail.com 

   +94 71 442 9934 

Mr. M.C.M. Zakeel (On study leave) 
Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Host-microbes interactions, 
Metagenomics Endogenous Viral Elements, 
Epidemiology of Plant Diseases Plant 
Biotechnological Applications 
Contact: zakeelag48@yahoo.com 

    +94 25 222 1611 

Mrs. Rasika Warnasooriya 
Senior Lecturer 
 

Specialty: Climate Change Adaptation and 
Mitigation in Plantations and Forests, Tea 
Processing, Health Properties of Tea  
Contact: wmrsanjee@gmail.com 

    +94 77 330 3590 

mailto:egowcp@gmail.com
mailto:tabsanjeewa@gmail.com
mailto:wmrsanjee@gmail.com
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Mr. H.M.D.A.K. Herath (On study leave) 
Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Plant Molecular Genetics, Gene 
editing using CRISPR/Cas09 
Contact: dinumherath@yahoo.com 

    +94 25 222 1611 

Dr. Nalaka Geekiyanage 
Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Plant Functional Ecology, Plant 
Ecophysiology, Plant Ecology, Restoration 
Ecology 
Contact: nalakagee@gmail.com 

    +94 71 466 0048 

Mrs. K.R.E. Padmathilaka  
Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Plant Physiology, Crop Physiology, 
Genetics and Plant Breeding, Plant 
Systematics 
Contact: rasaniep@gmail.com 

    +94 70 600 0445 

Mrs. T.D.C. Priyadarshani 
Senior Lecturer 
 
Specialty: Plant Protection, Plant Pathology, 
Biological Control of Pest and Disease, 
Molecular Biological Aspects in 
Phytopathology, Ecology-based Plant 
Disease Management 
Contact: cpchamarika@gmail.com 

    +94 71 279 5635 

mailto:dinumherath@yahoo.com
mailto:cpchamarika@gmail.com
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Mrs. Darshani Wijayawardhane 
Lecturer (Probationary) 
 
Specialty: Flowering Physiology, Plant 
Biodiversity, Plant Stress Physiology, 
Ornamental Horticulture, Post-harvest 
Physiology Flowers, Genomics of Ornamental 
Plants 
Contact: dwdarshani@yahoo.com 

     +94 71 7186 541 

Ms. Malika Piyarathne 
Lecturer (Probationary) 
 
Specialty: Productivity Improvement of 
Plantation and Export Agriculture Crops, Crop 
Physiology, Impact of Climate Change on Crop 
Production 
Contact: malikapiyarathne93@gmail.com 

    +94 71 6969 929 

Ms. Umali Herath 
Lecturer (Probationary) 
 
Specialty: Crop Physiology, Plant Abiotic Stress 
Management, Tropical Crop Production 
Contact: umiherath21@gmail.com 

    +94 71 1429 366 
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The Department of English Language 

Teaching at the Faculty of Agriculture, a 

branch of the Mother Department at 

Mihintale, provides Intensive English 

Programme, Remedial English Programme 

and Internal Diploma Programme along with 

the ongoing General English courses and 

Professional English course with the 

undergraduates of the faculty.   

 
The English Language Laboratory, which 

comprises of computers and other audio-

video equipment, is open for students on all 

five working days and selfɀlearning software 

ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ȰStudy Skills Successȱȟ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ 9ÏÕÒ *ÏÂȱ 

ÁÎÄ ȰRoad to IELTSȱ have been installed into 

the computers and the students are free to 

use the facilities for self-study to enhance 

their knowledge of English.  

 

 

 

 

Coordinator, DELT 

Mr. Nizam 
+94 71 6839 174 

Department of English Language 
Teaching (DELT) 
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Academic Staff - Department of English Language Teaching 

 
 

 
Ȭ%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ .ÉÇÈÔȭ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ 

by the Department of English Language 

Teaching to enhance the capabilities as well 

as the talents of the First-Year students of 

the faculty at the end of the Intensive English 

0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅȢ ȬTalent Showȭ ÉÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ 

event of the faculty organized by the 

Department of English Language Teaching 

with the participation of all the students in 

the faculty to create a wonderful platform 

for students to showcase their talents. With 

ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ 

writing skills in English, the Department of 

English Language Teaching publishes an 

English e-magazine; ȰMindsparkȱ, biannually. 

 
The staff of the Department of English 

Language Teaching are always at hand to 

support the undergraduates of the faculty to 

enhance their knowledge of English. 

 

 

 

 


